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February Speaker
PAC’s guest speaker for the February 17th meeting is Renee Cooper from Portsmouth Trailer. Renee
will be speaking on trailer upkeep, repair and maintenance. Please check PAC’s website,
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net, for up-to –date information. The meeting will be at the Simonsdale
Civic Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7pm.

2020 PAC Membership
2020 PAC Membership dues are due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments and
be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. See page 2 for more information and page 11 for membership form.

PORTSMOUTH ANGLERS CLUB 2020 AWARDS BANQUET
This year’s banquet is being held on Saturday, March 21, 2020, at the Bid-A-Wee Golf Course Pavilion,
located at 1 Bid-A-Wee Drive, Portsmouth.
The banquet will once again feature a raffle with very nice prizes. Any members or advertisers wishing to help in the form of prize donations, soliciting prizes, or sponsoring plaques and trophies
should contact Linda Baker at 237-5554 or Denise Harrell at 488-9039. Any and all help will be
appreciated.
See page 6 for Banquet cost, menu and reservation form. The reservation form is also available on our
website on the forms page.

Up Coming Events
February 17th, 7pm…………………………….PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
March 2nd, 7pm……………………………… PAC Board Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
March 14th 8am-2:30pm……………………... GBFA Fishing Flea Market
March 21st……………………………………. PAC Awards Banquet
May (date to be announced)…………………. Hunt for Hardheads Tournament

In This Issue of The Angler
Pictures of Recent Catches………………….. Page 3
Banquet Reservation Form………………….. Page 6
Membership Renewal Form…………………. Page 11
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 58 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2019 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Steve Parrish
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung is PAC’s Prize Fish Chairman
for 2019-2020. More information on in-club
tournaments and prize fish to follow at the next
meeting.

2020 PAC Membership
2020 PAC Membership dues were due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free dinner held in
October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the next
meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 8 for
membership form.
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Pictures of Recent Catches
Each month I will try to publish pictures from PAC members of recent catches. Please email pictures to
rtjordan@verizon.net, with a brief description of who, where, what and when, and I will try to include it in
the next issue of The Angler. These pictures and more can be seen on our website gallery.

Otto Dunn and 28lb James River Blue Catfish

2020 Life Member Inductees
Congratulations to the new inductees into our life membership at the PAC.
Welcome to the club!
Charlie Cutchin and Ron Pierce.
They are joining the ranks with current life members: Gene & Jinny Cooper, Iris Cooper, Ronald & Rita
Brannan, Andy & Marilee Hawkins, Robert Carter, Denny & Carol Dobbins, Otto & Janice Dunn, Chuck
& Gaye Hughes, John & Faye Meagher, Tom Scott, Judy Sugg, Ray & Jenette Hollowell, Steve & Debbie
Tyree, Bill Todd, Bobby Hartsell, Jr., Mark & Anette Hartung, Steve York, Jerald George, Warren Brooks,
Sarah Bremer, Robert Jordan, Bart Tuthill, Bill Gardner, Denise Harrell and Steve & Tonya Parrish.
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Notice of By-Law Change
The PAC Board of Directors propose that the following By-Law be amended:
Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 5 currently states……..
Lifetime: Anyone with a total of twenty-five years as a member and is at least fifty five
years of age.
Proposed that Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 5 be amended to state……
Lifetime: Any member upon reaching the age of fifty-five and having twenty-five years of
membership, shall be considered by the board for status of life member.
This proposed amendment to the By-Laws will be voted on at the February 17, 2020 membership
meeting. The PAC Board of Directors recommends approval.

Attention Virginia Black Sea Bass Anglers
The special recreational season for black sea bass will open on February 1st and close on February
29th, 2020. The minimum size limit remains 12.5” and the possession limit is 15 fish per person.
The captain or operator of any vessel MUST have a recreational black sea bass permit, which can
be obtained through our website (https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/mpermits/index.php) or
through one of our licensing agents (http://mrc.virginia.gov/map_mrcagents.shtm). The permittee
MUST contact Marine Law Enforcement Operations at 1‐800‐541‐4646 before or immediately after
the start of each fishing trip. The permittee shall provide the Marine Law Enforcement Operations
with their name, MRC ID number (which can be found on the permit), the point of landing, a description of the vessel, estimated return to shore time, and a contact phone number. A condition of
Virginia holding this special season is collecting biological samples of black sea bass landed in February and we thank you for your help in coordinating our efforts. Reporting Requirements - The
permitee, which should only be the captain or operator of the vessel, MUST report all fishing activity and all black sea bass caught or released for everyone on their vessel through the Virginia Saltwater Fisherman’s Journal (https://www.vasaltwaterjournal.com) or on paper forms provided by the
commission (https://mrc.virginia.gov/Forms/2020/2020_Recreational_Reporting_Form.pdf). We
ask that all successful trips where fish were either kept or released be reported within 7 days. Permittees that did not make any trips during the 2020 February recreational black sea bass fishing season or that made trips but did not catch any black sea bass must report no later than March 15th,
2020. We want to thank you for providing this information to the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. The data that you provide will be used to characterize Virginia’s 2020 February black sea
bass fishery and helps promote future efforts in retaining this special season.
Should you have any questions regarding recreational reporting, please contact the VMRC at (757)
247‐2069 or (757) 247-2267.
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Menhaden Management
HB 1448 and SB 791
Menhaden are currently the only fish species managed by the Virginia legislature. All other species are
managed by the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. For years, anglers have questioned the reasons for this.
It just isn’t a good look for a fishery to be managed by a state legislature rather than a management
body designed to manage fisheries. There have been many efforts to remove management authority
from the legislature. The bills all failed, most never making it out of committee.
When Omega Protein ignored the Bay Cap and the Secretary of Commerce found them out of compliance, the door was opened for change. If Omega and Virginia don’t become compliant (set appropriate
quotas for 2020), the fishery will be shut down. This was the catalyst for our management goal to be
achieved.
On Wednesday, January 29,2020, the ASGA gave public testimony on HB 1448 in the Virginia General Assembly. SB 791, the companion bill for the state senate, was reviewed at the committee level as
well. HB 1448 and SB 791 will permanently remove management from the legislature and give the authority to a group of appointed stakeholders within VMRC. Both bills passed the respective committees and are headed to a vote. There are projected to pass and be signed by the Governor this session.
Our takeaway from these developments is very positive. Fisheries should be managed by the appropriate bodies. It is really just that simple. These bills essentially right a wrong. It is no surprise that donations were made to elected officials by the menhaden fishery giving them a higher level of influence.
This simple fact is a profound change in menhaden management.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) will still manage menhaden on the coastwide level and therefore set the quotas that each state must meet. VMRC will have control and management of the ASMFC quota within the state.
Moving forward, we must be vigilant with VMRC. Why? Because the people who serve on the menhaden management board will be appointed by the Governor of Virginia. The various bills stipulate that
there must be one member from the industry, recreational angling community, charter community, industry labor, bait community, and several other. There will be a total of 12 members of this body.
As with an appointed position, we must demand that there is fair representation for all voices with the
VMRC menhaden group.
All that said, this was a big victory for menhaden. Many groups worked very hard for years to make
this a reality. The sportfishing, environmental, and trade communities all came together to make this
happen. When we all work towards a common goal, anything can happen. That’s a big lesson to remember.
Printed by https://saltwaterguidesassociation.com/menhaden-changes-in-virginia/
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PORTSMOUTH ANGLERS CLUB
2020 AWARDS BANQUET
This year’s banquet is being held on Saturday, March 21, 2020, at the Bid-A-Wee Golf Course Pavilion, located at 1 Bid-A-Wee Drive, Portsmouth.
Banquet Cost: $21.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 3 years to 12 years. There is no charge for
children 2 and under.
The cash bar opens at 6 p.m., with dinner being served at 7 p.m. The adult menu is a served buffet
and includes:










Country Fried Chicken
Roast Beef with Gravy
Red Roasted Potatoes with Rosemary
Mashed Potatoes
Freshly Baked Yeast Rolls
Vegetable Medley (Yellow and Zucchini Squash)
Green Beans
Dessert
Beverage

The children’s menu (3-12 years) features:





Chicken Fingers
French Fries
Dessert
Beverage

For proper planning, it is necessary to make reservations and pay by March 13th.
The banquet will once again feature a raffle with very nice prizes. Any members or advertisers wishing to help in the form of prize donations or soliciting prizes, should contact Linda Baker at 237-5554
or Denise Harrell at 488-9039. Any and all help will be appreciated.
Please make checks payable to Portsmouth Anglers Club and send them with the attached registration
form to Denise Harrell, 200 Pine Bluff, Portsmouth, VA 23701.

PORTSMOUTH ANGLERS CLUB
2020 AWARDS BANQUET
REGISTRATION
NAME (Please Print)
Total No. Adults

______

X

$21.00 = $

Total No. Children (Age 3 years to 12 years) ______ X $8.00 = $
Total No. Children 2 and Under (No Charge) ________
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The Portsmouth Anglers’ Club is in need of your help! We are calling for volunteers to assist us with
the Children’s Sunshine Program this summer as well as year-round. We are looking for people to
help us every month of the year. It entails much work that our very limited personnel running it simply cannot keep up efficiently with all the aspects of the job. If you have any time and want to be involved with a local program that is known throughout the entire fishing community of the Tidewater
area for taking kids (generally ages 5-15) out on the water to experience the Chesapeake Bay. We
need anyone who can help with various tasks and volunteering. Everything from stuffing creel bags,
picking up materials from organizations such as VMRC, NOAA, DGIF and others, soliciting not only
money but also food, drinks, and other supplies, computer work, attending the events (boats and/or
piers), and just generally HELPING us in any way.
We are located in Portsmouth and currently meet here once a month.
Do YOU have the time and wherewithal to help us help the kids? If so, please contact Denny Dobbins
at dennydobbins13@aol.com or call him at 757-477-9156. You can also contact the volunteer coordinator John Meagher at john.1942@live.com or call him at 757-399-4673. Please re: your emails with
the title subject of “CSP volunteers”.
You do not have to be an adult to be a volunteer. This is a great opportunity for youth to get involved
with an important program that will develop their communication skills, community involvement and
help prepare them for college and/or career. They would be joining other organizations such as local
police departments, sheriff’s departments, salvation armies, and others. The last thing we want to add
is to go to our website www.portsmouthanglersclub.net click on “Sunshine Program” (or any other
links there) to learn more about us.
Please come join us and help us to continue providing a program for children throughout the Tidewater area. Giving these children the opportunity to fish who normally would not get that chance is a
huge contribution to their young lives.
Upcoming tentative dates: Work day: June26th 10am at Denny’s to prepare rods/reels.
Fishing dates: July 9 (boat), 16 (boat), 23 (pier), and 30 (boat) August 6 (boat), 13 (pier). Rain dates
August 20 and 27. No more than 4 volunteers for boat trips and 40 - 60 needed for pier events depending on number of kids.

Raffle Chairman Needed
JR Moore is stepping down as the monthly raffle chairman. We need someone to take his place in
order for this monthly tradition to continue. Please consider helping PAC by volunteering to become
our raffle chairman. Duties would be to purchase raffle prizes and running the raffle at each monthly
meeting. Please contact JR or any board member at the next meeting if you would like to help.
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!

President & PAC Member

www.ptrailerusa.com

e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com

BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member
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www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707

11

First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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