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July Speaker
PAC’s guest speaker for the July 15th meeting is unknown at this time. Please check PAC’s website,
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net, for up-to–date information. The meeting will be at the Simonsdale Civic
Center, 5006 Vick Street, Portsmouth and will begin at 7pm.

PAC Annual Club Raffle
Winning tickets will be drawn at the July 15th meeting. Please turn in your ticket stubs and any
unsold tickets to John Meagher at the July meeting.

Up Coming Events
July 11-13…………………………………….. Monarch Cobia Classic
July 11…………………………………………Sunshine Program Boat Trip
July 18…………………………………………Sunshine Program Boat Trip
July 25………………………………………... Sunshine Program Pier Trip
July 15, 7pm…………………………………. PAC Monthly Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
August 1……………………………………… Sunshine Program Boat Trip
August 5, 7pm…………………………………PAC Board Meeting, Simonsdale Civic Center
August 8……………………………………… Sunshine Program Boat Trip

In This Issue of The Angler
Fishing Report……………………………….. Page 3
Pictures of Recent Catches…………...……… Page 4
Membership Renewal Form………………… Page 11
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USCG Vessel Examination
Even if you pay careful attention to safety, dangerous mechanical problems can crop up on the
best-maintained boat. That’s why the U.S
Coast Guard recommends that all recreational
boaters (including personal watercraft users)
take advantage of the free Vessel Safety Check
(VSC) program every year.

The Angler
A Publication of the
Portsmouth Anglers Club, Inc.
Editor
Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
E-Mail address
rtjordan@verizon.net
Webmaster Rob Jordan 757-488-9305
We encourage all members to submit articles
and pictures for publication in the PAC
Newsletter. Send your pictures and articles,
your favorite recipes, or anything that may be
newsworthy and informative to
rtjordan@verizon.net.

VSCs are offered by experienced members of
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United
States Power Squadrons, two of the nation’s
premier volunteer boating safety organizations.
A VSC is your best way of learning about problems that might put you in violation of state or
federal laws or, worse, create danger for you or
your passengers on the water.
Sarah Bremer, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 53 and PAC member, will be
glad to provide you with a courtesy inspection.
Call Sarah on 397-3659, and she will set up an
appointment to come to you and provide a free
USCG Vessel Safety Check.

2019 Club Officers
President:
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Denny Dobbins
Steve Parrish
Denise Harrell
Mark Hartung

477-9156
488-9039

Please visit the PAC website………..
www.portsmouthanglersclub.net
Please visit the PAC Facebook Page…..
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAnglers-Club-191636390871969/

In Club Tournament
Brian Hartung is PAC’s Prize Fish Chairman
for 2019. More information on in-club tournaments and prize fish to follow at the next meeting.

2019 PAC Membership
2019 PAC Membership dues were due on January 1st. Remember, to participate in club tournaments
and be eligible for club awards, your dues must be paid before you go fishing. The cost of a family
membership is only $30 and includes all household members under 18. Single memberships are only
$20. PAC Memberships also include The Angler, our monthly newsletter, and the free fish fry dinner
held in October each year. Please either mail your dues to the PAC post office box or bring them to the
next meeting. Also, include your email address so The Angler can be emailed to you. Emailing the
newsletter saves PAC money and you will receive your newsletter several days sooner. See page 8 for
membership form.

2

FISHING
REPORT

SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA
The biggest problem anglers face this time of year is
choosing what species to target. Luckily, anglers can
go after several species on the same outing.
July 3, 2019
Let's go outside and work our way back to shore.
By Lee Toliver
Bluewater action has been pretty good, with yellowfin tuna at the top of the list. Luckily, Virginia waters
haven't seen the same shark action as North Carolina. Dolphin, wahoo and an increasing number of
billfish are in the mix.
Deep-droppers are finding good numbers of tilefish and sea bass, with a handful of grouper.
Along the coast, cobia and red drum are the main attraction for anglers seeking something big. But
it's difficult to ignore what has shaped up to be one of the best Spanish mackerel seasons that anybody can remember. Fishing continues to be plentiful and a lot bigger than average. There will be
some bluefish in the mix.
Another good bet inshore is chumming for shark. Expect the action to be non-stop.
Coastal wrecks will be yielding triggerfish and spadefish, with some flounder available if you get
your baits on the bottom.
Amberjack are starting to show at several offshore structures.
Flounder have been hit or miss inside the Chesapeake Bay, but there are some flatties to be had. The
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel is a good place to target them, but don't leave out the wrecks, artificial reefs and other bottom features that will hold flounder.
Croaker are scattered throughout the lower bay, with the mouth of the James River a good place to
find larger fish.
Cobia action inside the bay has been outstanding for both sight-casters and anglers chumming and
using live bait around Bluefish Rock off Buckroe Beach. Anglers can expect to deal with shark and
large skate when bottom fishing.
While you won't hear too many people talking about it, tarpon have shown in some of the backwaters
around Oyster on the Eastern Shore. Large skate, rays, bull shark and lots of bugs will keep anglers
busy while waiting for a bite.
Pier and surf anglers can expect to catch croaker, sea mullet, small flounder and a few cobia.
Crabbing from piers and shorelines continues to be outstanding. Try using small, fresh fish to improve your catches.
Look for flounder, speckled trout and puppy drum inside the three southside inlets and in the Back
River.

To see the complete report including North Carolina and the fresh water report
go to Lee Tolliver’s outdoor report with the following link:
https://pilotonline.com/sports/outdoors/
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Pictures of Recent Catches
Each month I will try to publish pictures from PAC members of recent catches. Please email pictures to rtjordan@verizon.net, with a brief description of who, where, what and when, and I will try
to include it in the next issue of The Angler. These pictures and more can be seen on our website gallery.

Otto Dunn, Charlie Cutchin and Rob Jordan
with some Spanish Mackerel and Bluefish
Gerald George and 25” Flounder

Frank Tucker and 4lb 3oz Spanish Mackerel
Mike Howard and 193lb Tuna
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Virginia Tagging Program Sets New Record
9 Years, 11 Months and 3Days!
When most people catch a fish that is too small to keep, they let it go and never know what happens to
it. But for Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program (VGFTP) volunteer, Sheldon Arey, he knew exactly
what happened to the 26 inch long cobia that he caught and tagged on June 25, 2009 at the Latimer
Shoal. After 3,623 days, the cobia was recaptured at the York Spit on May 27, 2019 by Alison Temple. By that date, the fish had more than doubled in size to 53 inches total length. This cobia recapture
set a new record for “days at large” (days between the first time the fish was tagged and released to the
last time it was recaptured) for the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program, beating the former record
from a tautog that had been at large for 3,411 days.
VIMS marine recreation specialist and co-coordinator of the VGFTP, Susanna Musick, said “Our historical VGFTP data show that 86% of cobia tagged in Virginia are recaptured in Virginia. Long term
recaptures like Sheldon’s cobia are important sources of data that can reflect our overall patterns of
migration and site fidelity. We are so lucky to have dedicated volunteers like Sheldon and thoughtful
anglers like Alison who collect and report data for our recreationally important finfish species!”
And for anglers who are targeting cobia in Virginia this summer, the record-breaking tagged fish was
released – so that means it is still out there…waiting to be caught again and beat its own record!
Susanna Musick
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AD SPACE PRICES
Business Card size is $110 1/3 page ad is $135 1/2 page ad is $150 Full page ad is $200
PAC membership is in addition to ads and will run January thru December.

Please support our advertisers!

President & PAC Member

www.ptrailerusa.com

e-mail: sturtevant@sfhva.com

BARTLEY F. TUTHILL., IV, LTD.
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT
LAW
464 DINWIDDIE STREET
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 393-6544 E-MAIL
FAX (757) 393-1916 barttuthill@hotmail.com
Bart Tuthill, P.A.C. Member
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www.SturtevantFuneralHome.com
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Well Done!
By John Meagher

Our work day at Denny’s on June 14th had the best turnout that I’ve ever seen since I’ve been involved with the CSP. Denny being the gracious host that he always is had all the necessary items,
tools, glue guns, rod tips, paint and much more including tables and drinks to help us all get the job
done efficiently and quickly. Besides PAC member Denny Dobbins, Tom Scott and myself, there was
Steve and Tonya Parrish, Paul Greggs who brought two 17 year olds (Gabriel H. and Sam B.) from
his mentoring program. These young guys really got into it, which can be attested to by the spilled
paint on their shoes. The USS George Washington CVN-73 provided through ENC John Bright sent 4
of his men; FA Andrew Lawrence, MM3 Bryan Davis, ENFN Charles McCall and ENFA Enoch Patterson. These young men did more than their fair share of getting these 175 rods ready for our pier
event to be held on July 25th.

Denny with the volunteers from the USS
George Washington

PAC members with volunteers

Denny was so impressed with the Navy guys that he invited them to go fishing on his 30’ boat the
next morning. Bryan Davis was the only one who was able to go and asked if he could bring a friend
of his from the ship. Denny said no problem and also invited Tom Scott and myself. We left City Park
Portsmouth, headed for the carrier piers at the rock jetty. After everyone had caught their share of
croakers we moved over to the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel then over to the Hampton Bar then
back to the rock jetty at the piers. Here, Tom who has been trying to catch a flounder in my presence
over the last 10 years finally caught one! What happened was I caught my little 6”-er and after giving
him a bunch of static about not catching one he FINALLY did it!
All of us were surprised when we were approached rather quickly by a security boat with its blue
lights flashing. It’s always intimidating to see that giant gun-loaded boat heading your way! They
were nice and just told us to move further east of the rock jetty.
All of us caught plenty of croaker, flounder, gray trout, spot, and even some menhaden. All in all it
was a good day and a lot of fun. Having the young navy guy Bryan using his skills in backing down
the trailer and loading the boat helped made Denny’s day a lot easier. A big thanks to the Navy and
Denny!!!
Additional pictures on next page….
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It looks big, but it isn’t. It was returned to the
sea for being undersized.

Capt. Dobbins’ boat Predator 13 and its
crew for the day! From L to R: Big John,
Tom Scott, MM3 Bryan Davis, E4 Nathan Edny and Denny.

3Rd Annual
Monarch Cobia Classic
Thursday, July 11 - Saturday, July 13, 2019
For more information go to………
http://www.odualumni.org/cobiaclassic
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E-TEC

PAC Member
TOMMY MILTEER

ron@ronsmarine.hrcoxmail.com

Ask for PAC Member Ron Pierce

PAC Prize Fish Awards
Did you know that PAC awards monthly certificates and yearly trophies to recognize members’
catches each year? All you need to do is be a PAC member in good standing (dues paid before the
date of the catch), and catch an eligible fish. Qualifying catches must meet or exceed 1/2 of citation weight recognized by both North Carolina and Virginia Recreational Fishing Regulations.
Once you catch a qualifying fish it must be weighed on a registered scale at an approved State
weighing station in either North Carolina or Virginia, fill out the entry form (found at http://
portsmouthanglersclub.net/forms/ ) and send it in by the fifth (5th) day of the month following
your catch to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707, or turn it in to any member of the
Prize Fish Committee. We have release certificates too! So, next fish you catch, remember, it
could earn you recognition at the next meeting and annual awards banquet...Turn it in! Complete
prize fish rules can be found at http://portsmouthanglersclub.net/prize-fish-2/ .

PAC Application For Membership or Renewal
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City _________________________State _________Zip Code________________
Phone _______________________E-Mail Address__________________________
Signature ___________________________
Dues: $30 for family membership
Boat Name (optional)_________________________
$20 for an individual membership
Mail to PAC, P.O. Box 7842, Portsmouth, VA 23707
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First Class Mail

www.gregsbaitshack.com
Freshwater & Saltwater Tackle & Accessories
Live Bait - Fresh Bait - Frozen Bait
Official Weigh Station
Price Match Guarantee
Rod Repairs
Live Eels
Fresh Menhaden
Gudgens
Shinners
Bloodworms
Peeler Crabs
Night Crawlers
Super Reds

Mullet Filet
Fiddler Crabs
Clams
Finger Mullet
Shrimp
Squid
Ballyhoo
Chicken Necks

PAC Members - Show Membership Card to Receive Discount
2560 Airline Blvd. Portsmouth, VA - Email greg@gregsbaitshack.com - Call 757-465-9020
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